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Walk 2:
Beamsley Beacon and Bolton Abbey

Start and Finish: The Memorial Hall, Main Street, Addingham,
LS29 0LZ, SE 079 497
The shortest walk is about 5½ miles (8.8km)
The medium Walk is about 8¼ miles (13.2km)
The full walk is about 9 miles (14.4km)
Height gain: 1022ft (335m)
OS Maps: Explorer Sheet 297, Landranger Sheet 104

Introduction:
This is a great walk up Addingham's local hill and on to the

ancient ruins of Bolton Priory before a gentle return along the riverside
stretch of the Dales Way. Although the full walk is about nine miles,
and includes the climb up Beamsley Beacon, there are two shorter
options detailed, and a number of other possibilities if using other
starting points. However, the 360 degree panorama from the top of
the Beacon, and the dramatic ruins of Bolton Priory, make the effort
well worth while.

Addingham and Beamsley Beacon, showing much of the walk



Walk 2: Beamsley Beacon & Bolton Abbey

2

Fe
et

Miles

Height Profile

Start

Sh
or

t w
alk

Medium walk



Walk 2: Beamsley Beacon & Bolton Abbey

3

The Walk:
The walk starts from The Memorial Hall, Main Street,

Addingham, opposite The Fleece, an inn dating back to the mid
18th century. Turn right and go down Main Street but before
reaching the Cricket Field bear left into Church Street. This was
formerly Kirkgate and was the main road from Ilkley until lower
Main Street (past the Cricket ground) was built in the 18th century
as a turnpike road. Church Street and the Church Orchard area
is one of the three original clusters of buildings which eventually
formed 'Long Addingham'; the others were around the Old School
and around The Green and Moor Lane at the top of the village.
Fir Cottage, on the left just before Parkinson's Fold, is considered
the oldest house in Addingham because a Medieval hearth was
found under the floor during renovation (photo below).

At the road junction, cross the road and go left up North
Street to take the footpath, right, just after the bend (soon after
the village information board) sp “Dales Way”. Turn right partway
down the steps and cross the Suspension Bridge (this bridge was
built in 1935 to replace a wooden bridge built in 1895 but washed
away in a flood. Prior to 1896 there was a ferry across the river at
this point). Continue along to the end of the footpath, past the
West Hall buildings, and go right through two gates and then left
up the road.

The route continues straight at the road junction but right
at the wall stile about 50m after this. From the stile go diagonally
left across the field to the right-hand gate and then follow the
wooded valley (do not cross the beck) up to Leyfield Farm. Before
the farm, bear right up the field then left to cross the front lawn of
the farm before turning right up their drive to the road.

Fir Cottage
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Go left along the road but turn right along a track (the
second footpath), which turns uphill at the farm buildings. After about
160m past the farm, fork left on a path up to the minor road. Turn left
but almost immediately fork right on a grassy footpath toward the
woods around Beacon Hill House. Cross a small beck and, when
approaching the corner of the wall round the woods, turn right on a
clear path towards the  summit of
Beamsley Beacon.

Keep following this path
towards, but to the right of, the
Beacon. The path bends left and
then zigzags up to the large
summit cairn. The ‘trig. point’
beside the cairn has two plaques
(see right); the top one mentions
two Bronze age burial mounds
and the Napoleonic beacon which
gave the hill its name. The lower
plaque commemorates a WW2
plane crash which occurred on the Beacon (See ‘Addingham in World
War Two’ by Thackrah and Falkingham, for details).

After a well-earned rest(!), descend the rocky track (left) but,
towards the bottom, keep right and then turn right on any of the paths
which drop down to a wall. Follow the wall down to the road.
For the shortest walk:

Cross over the road onto a driveway and take the footpath
left (sp ‘Currer Hall’) just before the cattle grid. Continue, more or less
straight, across fields and through a wood to the driveway of Currer
Hall and then left up to the road. Turn right, go 150m down the road,
turn right again over the cattle grid and then left down a track. Follow
this track, which becomes narrow and sunken after skirting round a
house, then down the field to the road. Straight ahead is West Hall
and the Suspension Bridge seen before.
For the longer walks:
  Turn right down the road and after 80m take the footpath
right – sp ‘Harrogate Road 1¼ miles’ - across the moor to the farm
track. Cross the track diagonally just before Ling Chapel Farm and
take the footpath, sp ‘Deerstones’. Follow this path down though the
wood before zigzagging down to, and across, Kex Beck and then up
to the houses at Deerstones hamlet.
For the medium walk:
       When approaching the houses, turn left and take the footpath
left of the house furthest to the left, sp ‘Beamsley Lane’, down through
a wood (this is covered in bluebells in the season - photo overleaf)

Beamsley Beacon Trig Point
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and continue to follow the beck across fields. Just after a big black
barn, turn right at the little humpback bridge (do not cross back over
the beck), go diagonally right across fields to a footpath beside the
old mill goit (stream) and then past the former Beamsley Mill, which
it supplied, to the road. At the tee-junction turn right and then left at
the main Harrogate road. Take the cycle way/footpath on the left, go
right under the road bridge and left over old river bridge to rejoin the
full walk here (see page 4).
For the full walk:

Go straight through Deerstones hamlet, cross the main
Harrogate Road (with care!) and take the footpath opposite. Follow
the wall (on the left), go left over the wall stile and continue to follow
the wall (now on the right) to Storiths hamlet.

Continue through Storiths to a track (left), sp ‘Bolton
Priory’, down to the Priory (photo overleaf). Note that the name
‘Bolton Abbey’ is now applied to the village but ‘Bolton Priory’ to the
ruins and church. The monastery was founded at Embsay in 1120 by
the Augustinian order and moved to the present site, on land given
by Lady Alice de Romille of Skipton Castle, in 1154. In the early 14th

century Scottish raiders caused the temporary abandonment of the
site and serious structural damage to the priory.

The nave of the abbey church was in use as a parish church
from about 1170 onwards and survived the Dissolution of the
Monasteries which resulted in the end of the Priory in January 1540.
The east end remains in ruins but the tower, begun in 1520 but left
half-standing, was later given a bell-turret and converted into an
entrance porch. It is still a working church today.

Bluebells in Deerstones wood
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Once in the Priory grounds go right, where a fine view over
the Priory, beautifully located beside a bend in the River Wharfe, can
be admired. Then keep left to go down to the river and across the
wooden bridge (or risk the stepping stones!) - this is your opportunity
to go and look round the ruins and the Church (see previous page).
The ‘Hole in the wall’ up to the left of the ruins leads to the village and
tearooms.

 The rest of the walk back to Addingham follows The Dales
Way footpath which was founded in 1968 by Colin Speakman of
Ilkley, in co-operation with the Ramblers Association. This long
distance footpath goes from Ilkley Old Bridge to Bowness-on-
Windermere in the Lake District. Much of the 80 miles (128km) keeps
to the valleys and riversides, for which the average walker may take
from five to seven days. It follows the River Wharfe through the
Yorkshire Dales National Park, brushes with the Pennine Way, then
goes down Dentdale into Cumbria to cross the River Lune and enter
Lakeland.

Returning to the wooden bridge, go right and follow the
river bank downstream before bearing right across the field to pass
the cricket ground behind the Devonshire Arms hotel, keeping close
to the river bank again, up to a wall gate and across the road (the old
Harrogate to Skipton Road, before the new bridge was built).

The Medium Walk and Walk 1 join here. Follow the Dales
Way down steps beside a house, under the new bridge and then over
a wooden bridge to the Addingham Road. Turn left past the car
parking area .

Bolton Priory
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Continue to follow the Dales Way, which leaves the road
further up the hill on the right about 150m after the parked cars (Take
extra care on this steep, narrow, and busy stretch of road!). After
leaving the road, follow the wall for about ¾mile (1.2km) to the track
at Farfield Livery Stables. The path then goes left behind the
ancient Friends’ Meeting House (well worth visiting), before reaching,
and crossing, the road (take care!) and down steps to join the river
bank. The path continues for about 1½ miles (2.4km) along this
delightful stretch of river, still following the Dales Way, (see Walk 1
for details of this stretch) to the caravan site and chalets at High
Mill. Continue along the river bank to the steps above the suspension
bridge, up to North Street, left down to Church Street and right
towards Main Street and back to the Memorial Hall.


