
Walk 5: Netherwood, Heber's Ghyll & the Moor Edge

Walk 5:
Netherwood House, Heber's Ghyll and

the Moor Edge
Start & Finish: Memorial Hall, Main Street, Addingham LS29 0LZ,
SE 079 497
Full Route: Approx. 6 ½ m (10½ km)
Short route: 4 ¾ m (7½ km)
Height gain: 928ft (282m)
OS Maps: Explorer Sheet 297 or Landranger Sheet 104

Introduction:
Starting from Addingham, the walk climbs in a south-easterly

direction up the Addingham Moorside meadows to the edge of Ilkley,
crosses the bridges up over the tumbling waters of Heber’s Ghyll,
continuing along the breezy edge of the moor for 1½ miles, and then
straight back down to the village. A shorter option stays below the
edge of the High Moor but still has fine views.

The going is moderate up the Moorside meadows, the climb
steeper up Heber’s Ghyll, and then the uphill section along the moor
edge is more gentle. The first part downhill is rocky through the
millstone quarry, the downhill path through meadows much easier.

Addingham and Upper Wharfedale from the Pipers Stone
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The Walk
Start from the Memorial Hall, go down Main Street to the

Cricket Field, up the drive to the Pavilion, left to the footpath gate and
up the fields to the bypass. Cross the road (with care!), go right, over
a former railway bridge (the Skipton and Ilkley line, which closed in
1965), and follow the fence for 50m up to, and go left over, the stile.
Continue slightly left across the field, past two trees, and follow the

OS © Crown copyright 2017 CS-29084-H6Q3K7

Height Profile

Fe
et

Miles

Cairn

Short route

Start



Walk 5: Netherwood, Heber's Ghyll & the Moor Edge

fence to a gate and then a stile. Here the route crosses the Roman
Road which ran from Tadcaster to Ribchester, via the Eboricum Fort
at Ilkley (See Walk 3).

The path goes down to
a wooden bridge over Lumb
Beck and up to Cocking Lane.
Turn left for 250m up the road
and take the drive on the right –
sp Cragg House. Lumb Ghyll
Wood on the left of the road here
is carpeted with bluebells in May
(see photo, right).

Pass the ruins of
Plumtree Banks Barn to turn left at the waymarks, on a tree and post,
down to, and then across Hall Gill beck. (Just below here the water
in this beck was harnessed, perhaps in the 14th century, to power a
furnace and forge for smelting and working iron. Ironstones, mined
from nearby shales, were smelted using charcoal fuel produced from
the surrounding woodland. Waste slag from these workings can still
be found).

After crossing the beck, follow the fence round to the right,
over a wall stile and diagonally left across the field, towards a clump
of trees, to a metal gate. From the following stile, it’s straight across
the field to find a low waymark (right of a large tree) leading to a
stone bridge across the beck.  Go left through the field gate and then
bear right to another gate to enter the grounds of Netherwood House.
(This was formally owned by Mr Greenwood who gave a croft to the
Addingham Wesleyan Methodist Chapel for use as the graveyard,
where he lies in a prominent mausoleum). Turn left along the road
and follow it round to the right up to a metal field gate on the left, just
after the entrance drive.

Bear slightly left across the field, heading for a solitary
stone gatepost on the skyline. After the following squeeze-stile, go
straight across the field towards Briery Hill Farm but, after passing
the end of a small beck, bear right to a waymark on an electricity
pole and up to a small metal gate in the wall, followed by a second
gate.

This marks the point where the main and short routes
diverge - the Main Route continues on the next page.

For the short route, continue straight on to meet a crossing
path and turn right. Follow this path up to the top of the field, over
two wall-stiles. Follow the fence, and then wall (on the left), to a
wall-stile in the corner of the field. Take the gate on the right in about
50m which leads past Hardwick House farm and continue along the
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track, passing Hardwick Cottages, to join
the metalled road (Moorside Lane) after
the next farm: Cragg House. This
farmhouse has a fine ogee doorhead
dated 1695 but the frontage was much
altered in the 18th century by raising the
roof and windows.

About 50m after the farm, turn
right at the finger post and down the fields,
with a hedge and ditch on the left, to a gate
in the corner by Over Gate Croft farm (the
‘ditch’ may actually have been a sledgeway used to ‘sledge’ millstones
and other stone down the hillside from the quarries at the top of the
escarpment where there is a layer of ‘Addingham Edge Grit’, used for
making millstones up to the 18th century - see Walk 6).

Follow the waymarks left across the drive and then turn right
down the field, beside the beck, to meet, and continue on, the drive
used previously, with the ruined Plumtree Banks Barn now on the right.
Turn left along Cocking Lane, past Lumb Gill Farm and, after 250m,
right down to the wooden bridge. Follow the path up to the stile and
keep right along the fence to the gate and across the field to the next
stile. Here, bear slightly left across the field to the gate onto the bypass
in the far corner to rejoin the
main route (Page 7).

For the main route,
turn LEFT after the second
small gate to a wall-stile and
across in front of Briery Wood
Farm. Continue along the drive,
and then keep right to follow the
footpath behind the roadside
wall. After crossing the beck
bridge, turn right to climb up
Heber’s Ghyll. (see photo,
right). (When Ilkley became a
popular late Victorian spa
resort, many of the place names
were tidied up and made more
‘romantic’. The spelling ‘Ghyll’
with its ancient British
connotations was substituted
for ‘Gill’. The stream that ran
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down from the Moor was renamed Heber’s Ghyll, instead of its original
(and unromantic) Black Beck. Heber’s Ghyll was named after Bishop
Reginald Heber.

The path and steps up the ghyll are steep but there are
frequent benches. It crosses the beck, back and forth, over seven
wooden bridges and, at
the top, turns left to cross
the eighth bridge. After this
(opposite three benches -
another rest?) turn right
up a rocky path to a
crossing, well- surfaced,
path. Turn right along this,
over the beck and through
a gate to the Swastika
Stone (on the right), a
carved stone with a
swastika-like design
protected by railings. (This
stone is just one of a great
abundance of carved
stones on the moor; others
which are well known
include the 'Badger Stone',
'Nebstone' and 'St
Margaret's Stones'. These
are earthfast boulders, large flat slabs or prominent rocks that have
cups, rings and grooves cut into them and are thought to date from
either the late Neolithic or the Bronze Age. While some carvings
consist of simple cups, others such as the Badger Stone, Hanging
Stones and the Panorama Rocks have complex series of patterns (or
motifs) combining many different elements. Rombald's Moor has the
second highest concentration of ancient carved stones in Europe.
There is also a small stone circle known as The Twelve Apostles.
Many theories have been put forward as to the significance of these
stones, but in reality we have no idea why they were carved. The rock
is relatively soft and modern experiments have shown that the
carvings can be undertaken quite quickly. In the photo above, the
stone in the foreground is a clearer replica of the actual Swastika
stone behind).

Our route now follows a clearly defined, and much used,
path along the edge of Rombald’s Moor, of which Ilkley Moor is a
part. (The moor is said to be named after the local folklore legend of
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Rombald the Giant who argued with his wife and threw stones at her
across the valley, which still exist as Almscliffe Crag. However, the
name is actually likely to be a corruption of Romille, the moors
surrounding Skipton having been given to Robert de Romille by
William the Conqueror). The route continues along this bracing (if
the wind is from the north!) path for about 1½ miles, with dramatic
views all the way. To the north/north-west is Addingham and,
beyond, Wharfedale stretching into the distance; to the east can be
seen Ilkley and The Chevin woods above Otley. Piper’s Crag, on the
right of the path, has a prominent, cup-and-ring marked stone (see
photo on Page 1) and, after about a mile, the path passes a large,
solitary, rock known as the Noon Stone. (This natural stone is
mentioned in Paul Bennett's 'Old Stones of Elmet' where it is said
that it was ‘first described in a boundary perambulation as the 'None'
stone in 1579’. It may be representative of sites used for timekeeping
or as stones 'over which the noon-day sun appeared').

After about 1½ miles of steady, but moderate, climbing a
well-made cairn marks the top of our route down towards
Addingham. Turn right and descend the rocky path through the
Millstone Lumps quarry where part finished millstones can still be
found lower down and to the left (See Walk 5). After a tall ladder
stile over a 19th century enclosure wall at the edge of the heather

covered Addingham High
Moor, the path is more-or-
less straight down the
hillside to cross Moorside
Lane near Lumb Beck
Farm. Note: The last part
of the path, down to the
road, can be very muddy in
wet weather.

Cross the road
and continue down the
drive beside the farm but
fork left onto the footpath
before the sign for Ghyll
House Farm. The path
goes steeply down the field
and up to a stile, left and
right down to, and over,
three wall stiles, passing a
caravan park on the left.



Walk 5: Netherwood, Heber's Ghyll & the Moor Edge

The last, lumpy, field before a row of trees along Lumb Beck, is a
Bradford Wildlife Area known as Steg Holes. This is very colourful
with orchids and other wildflowers in the spring and summer (photo
on previous page). At the bottom of the field, cross the beck over
a stone slab bridge and continue along the wall and then slightly left
across the field to a gate near the top corner; go round the garden to
come out on Cocking Lane. This is the hamlet of Smallbanks, a
collection of houses, barns and workshops, mostly dating from the
18th century.

Go a few metres left along the road to the footpath on the right
which goes down to a stile and then crosses a small field to a wall-
stile and stone steps, known as the Cat Steps, down and then up the
sides of a small valley. These old steps would have been used by mill
workers walking down to Addingham mills from their farmhouse
homes.

From the gate at the top, continue slightly left down the field
to the gate onto the bypass in the corner of the field (where the
shorter route rejoins). Cross the road (more care required) and
continue down a green tunnel of holly bushes at the top of Stockinger
Lane, over the remains of another railway bridge (Addingham Station
used to be on the left here, more or less on the site of Southfield
House in Mount Pleasant - photo below) to the football field. Turn right
past the pavilion and down to the Memorial Hall start point.

Addingham Station in about 1930
(Photo:Addingham Archive)


